
Rachel Anne Accurso
(Ms. Rachel)
Born: November 30, 1982
Occupation: Children’s entertainer and advocate

Rachel Anne Accurso may not be known to
many but when she puts on her pink headband,
overalls, and infectious smile, she becomes Ms.
Rachel, children’s entertainer extraordinaire
widely known to toddlers and their parents. In
2019, inspired by her son’s speech development
issues, Accurso utilized her background in the
theatre and teaching to become Ms. Rachel.
She has continued with her husband Aron to
make YouTube videos that are specifically built
to both entertain and educate toddlers. This mix
worked incredibly well and Accurso has accu-
mulated billions of views and millions of regular
subscribers. In 2024, Accurso made headlines
for advocating on behalf of Palestinian children
during the Gaza war. This became controversial
with some viewers, but Accurso refused to stand
down. When speaking to Juan González and
Amy Goodman with Democracy Now! (13 Aug.
2025), she defended her decision to speak up
and advocate, “. . . I see all children as precious
and equal. My deep care for children doesn’t
stop at any border. And I saw these human
rights violations, and I had to speak up, because
I—it’s who I am. That’s who I am as Ms. Rachel.
I love all kids.” Accurso has shown that she is
not just the bubbly character she plays online
but also someone who will also fight for
children’s rights.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
Rachel Anne Griffin was born on November 30,
1982, in Biddeford, Maine. Rachel and her
older sister were raised in Sanford, Maine by her
single mother Susannah. Susannah worked as a
social worker and taught her daughters to lead
with compassion and empathy. Griffin had a

childhood passion for music, and she watched
much PBS as child; she had a particular affinity
for the show Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood hosted
by Fred Rogers. Her first theatrical experience
was as a child playing a munchkin in her local
community theater production of The Wizard of
Oz. She would also play in a local production of
Annie starring actor Anna Kendrick. She started
playing the piano when she was ten. When Grif-
fin was fourteen, she started having feelings of
anxiety and depression. As a teenager she
worked at a summer program to help disabled
children. Griffin initially attended Sanford High
School until her family moved, and she trans-
ferred to Marshwood High School. During high
school she was in choir, theatre, and played the
flute. In the late 1990s, she would play again in
a local production of The Wizard of Oz but this
time she would play the lead character of Doro-
thy. After high school, she went to the Univer-
sity of Southern Maine and graduated in 2007.
After graduation, she worked as an assistant
teacher of preschool children with disabilities.
She also volunteered at the Boys & Girls Club
and was a music teacher for refugee children.
Griffin had thought about going into ministry
but reconsidered after watching a video of a
public-school choir from New York City. This
video inspired Griffin to leave Maine and make
her way to New York City in 2009.

MUSIC AND TEACHING
In 2010, Griffin would meet her future hus-
band and collaborator Aron Accurso at a Uni-
tarian church meeting. During this time,
Griffin worked as a preschool music teacher at
a public school in NYC. She continued creat-
ing, and in 2013 one of her songs, A Summer
Touch, was featured at The New York
Songwriters Circle. Griffin also won a
songwriting contest from National Public Ra-
dio with her song Alone. Also in 2013, she re-
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most effective means of differentiating herself
from Hogan was to pledge her commitment to
women’s rights through access to reproductive
health services while questioning his commit-
ment to do the same. She also received Harris’s
support, as the vice president appeared in cam-
paign ads for the Prince George’s County native.
Alsobrooks ran on the importance of equal op-
portunity. Barclay reported her observations
that “we still have challenges in the way women
show up in our society, how valued they are,”
along with the historic odds she faced: “We’ve
had in our country now over 2,000 senators.
Sixty have been women.”

On November 5, 2024, Alsobrooks won the
Senate race to represent Maryland in the US
Senate by defeating Hogan with 52.1 percent of
the vote; Hogan obtained 45.2 percent of the
vote. As she took office on January 3, 2025, she
made history as the first African American
woman to represent Maryland in the US
Senate.

PERSONAL LIFE
Alsobrooks is the single mother of a daughter
named Alex, who, as of 2024, was attending
Spelman College, a historically Black institu-
tion for women in Atlanta, Georgia.
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Sam Altman
Born: April 22, 1985
Occupation: Entrepreneur

Sam Altman is one of the most influential fig-
ures in the world of start-ups. He is a successful
entrepreneur and programmer. The former
president of YC Group and its division Y
Combinator, a renowned venture capital com-
pany, is now the CEO of OpenAI, an artificial
intelligence company, currently valued at over
150 billion dollars.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
Samuel Harris Altman was born on April 22,
1985, in Chicago, Illinois. He is the first of four
children born to Connie Gibstine, a dermatolo-
gist, and Jerry Altman, a real estate developer.
Altman has two brothers, Max and Jack, and a
sister, Annie. Both of his brothers would later
work at technology start-ups funded in part by Y
Combinator—Max at Zenefits, an online human
resources software, and Jack as cofounder of Lat-
tice, a performance management company.

Altman grew up in Clayton, Missouri, a city
just outside of St. Louis. He was an inquisitive
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Sam Altman speaking at the 2019 TechCrunch Disrupt
conference in San Fransisco, California. Photo by
TechCrunch, via Wikimedia.



t-2024-laetare-medalist-address/. Accessed
8 July 2025.

Sasso, Kelly. “Breast Cancer Diagnosis Takes
Walmart Executive Down New Path.”
KHBS, 6 Oct. 2017,
www.4029tv.com/article/breast-cancer-diag
nosis-takes-walmart-executive-down-new-pa
th/8943976. Accessed 3 July 2025.

______. “Longtime Walmart Executive
Announces Departure.” KHBS, 6 Oct.
2017,
www.4029tv.com/article/longtime-walmart-
executive-announces-departure/8700324.
Accessed 8 July 2025.

Vesoulis, Abby. “How Feeding America Is
Fighting the ‘Perfect Storm’ of Food
Shortages during Coronavirus.” Time, 15
May 2020,
time.com/5836831/feeding-america-claire-b
abineaux-fontenot-time100-talks/. Accessed
8 July 2025.

—Alex Close

David Baker
Born: October 6, 1962
Occupation: Biochemist

Award-winning biochemist David Baker’s
groundbreaking work on the structure of pro-
teins has the potential to make the development
of new drugs and medical therapies significantly
easier. The Nobel Prize recipient was also hon-
ored in 2024 as one of Time magazine’s 100
Most Influential People in health.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
David Baker was born on October 6, 1962, in
Seattle, Washington, to Marshall and Marcia
Baker. His father was a physicist, while his
mother was a geophysicist. Baker attended Gar-
field High School and then enrolled at Harvard
University. Initially, Baker majored in philoso-
phy and social science. However, during his fi-
nal year, he took a course in developmental
biology that inspired him to change academic
paths. “I think what I really liked about it was
the feeling that progress was being made, dis-
coveries were being made,” Baker shared with
the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI)
in their Scientists Spotlight series (9 Oct. 2024).
Baker graduated from Harvard in 1984 with a

bachelor’s degree in biology. After this, Baker
found work studying protein transport and traf-
ficking in yeast. During that time, he enrolled in
a graduate program at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, from which he graduated with a
doctorate degree in 1989.

PROTEIN FOLDING
Baker planned to spend a year in postdoctoral
studies investigating structural biology. He then
intended to use that research while working as a
principal investigator at a major university.
However, as he studied structural biology at the
University of California, San Francisco, Baker’s
interests began to change. He became fasci-
nated by the subject and decided to pursue it. In
1993, when Baker accepted a job as a faculty
member at the University of Washington School
of Medicine, he dedicated his lab to the study of
how amino acid sequences within proteins can
result in a wide variety of three-dimensional
protein structures.

Baker and his team began their research us-
ing traditional methodologies and classical biol-
ogy experiments, including mass spectrometry
and nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy.
However, when these procedures failed to pro-
duce the desired results, they decided to expand
into new research methodologies. Famously,
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David Baker speaking at the 2024 Nobel Prize press
conference. Photo by Arthur Petron, via Wikimedia.
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Sabrina Carpenter
Born: May 11, 1999
Occupation: Singer and actor

Singer-songwriter Sabrina Carpenter’s seventh
album, Man’s Best Friend, debuted on the Bill-
board 200 chart at number one in September
2025, confirming her pop superstar stature built
on billions of music-streaming downloads and
two Grammy Awards. However, for much of her
early career, her public persona was strongly as-
sociated with her one-time status as a Disney
child actor, particularly due to her starring role
in Disney television series such as Girl Meets
World (2014–17).

After moving away from Disney, Carpenter
made a deliberate effort to reorient her music to-
ward a more adult, mainstream market. These ef-
forts culminated in the August 2024 release of
her sixth album, Short n’ Sweet, which includes
hit singles such as “Espresso” and “Please Please

Please.” This album became Carpenter’s first to
hit number one on the Billboard 200 chart and
went on to win two Grammy Awards, including
the award for Best Pop Vocal Album.

Despite this increased attention, which in-
cluded controversy over Carpenter’s lyrical con-
tent and performances, Carpenter remained
committed to steering her own course, telling
Gayle King in an interview for CBS News (29
Aug. 2025) that she did not feel a need to
“check every box for everyone” before adding,
“As long as, you know, the people that I’m
speaking to do connect with me and relate to
me . . . then I’m happy.”

EARLY LIFE
Sabrina Annlynn Carpenter was born in
Quakertown, Pennsylvania, on May 11, 1999,
and grew up in nearby East Greenville alongside
her three older sisters. Homeschooled during
her childhood, she began taking voice lessons
when she was six. Although her parents were
not professional entertainers, both had connec-
tions to the performing arts and supported her
budding musical ambitions. Her mother, Eliza-
beth, a chiropractor, was involved in a dance
company; her father, David, a service techni-
cian, played in an amateur garage band.

Starting at age nine, Carpenter began post-
ing singing videos to YouTube, some of which
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Jack Eichel
Born: October 28, 1996
Occupation: Professional hockey player

When hockey phenom Jack Eichel was drafted
by the Buffalo Sabres in 2015 following a re-
markable single-season collegiate career, he was
considered by many to be a future captain and a
once-in-a-generation type of player who could
serve as the cornerstone of an organization in
desperate need of a rebuild. Following his en-
trance to the National Hockey League (NHL),
Eichel proved capable of delivering on the ex-

pectations placed upon him by accruing stellar
regular season numbers, including 153 goals,
227 assists, and 380 points over 409 games. The
Sabres were so impressed with Eichel’s first
couple of seasons that they offered him a new
contract worth more than $80 million over eight
years. But Eichel’s anticipated destiny with the
Sabres was not to be. After sustaining a herni-
ated disc, he and the team management were at
odds over his treatment. The Sabres subse-
quently stripped him of the team captaincy and
then traded him to the Vegas Golden Knights in
2021. After undergoing his preferred surgery,
Eichel returned to play on February 16, 2022,
nearly one full year after going on the injured re-
serve list. When the Golden Knights went on to
win the first Stanley Cup in the history of the
franchise in 2023, Eichel delivered NHL-highs
in assists (20) and points (26).

EARLY LIFE
John Robert “Jack” Eichel was born on October
28, 1996, in North Chelmsford, Massachusetts,
a blue-collar enclave of traditional values, hard
work, and ethics. His father, Bob Eichel,
worked for the plumbing supply company F. W.
Webb in Lowell, Massachusetts, and his
mother, Anne Webb, was a nurse at Boston
Medical Center. Although it became clear from
an early age that young Jack had an innate talent
for hockey, his parents guarded him against the
idea that anything in life is guaranteed. “His par-
ents always kept him in line,” Peter Fish,
Eichel’s agent, said to Buddy Gleason for the
Buffalo News (4 July 2015). “They were always,
‘Appreciate everything and anything that has
been given to you and take nothing for granted.’
He’s been that way. When he meets people,
they walk away saying, ‘You would never know
that kid is a potential all-star. He’s so down to
earth.’”

Eichel and his sister, Jessie, who works with
those with intellectual disabilities, were raised
on the ideals of hard work and discipline. Each
took to athletics as well, with Jessie rowing at
Merrimack College while Jack went in for
hockey, spending as much time as he could
playing street hockey on rollerblades or taking
practice shots in his basement.

AN EARLY LOVE OF HOCKEY
Eichel began playing hockey at age four in New
Hampshire because his hometown did not allow

106 Jack Eichel CURRENT BIOGRAPHY YEARBOOK 2025

Eichel with the Buffalo Sabres in 2016. Photo by Lisa
Gansky, via Wikimedia Commons.
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Freddie Freeman
Born: September 12, 1989
Occupation: American baseball player

Freddie Freeman is a professional American
baseball player. Drafted in 2007 to the Atlanta
Braves in the second round, Freeman made his
professional debut in the minor leagues that
same year. Quickly working his way up through
the minor leagues, Freeman was called up to the
major leagues on September 1, 2010. He made
his Major League Baseball (MLB) debut that
same day, and spent the next 12 seasons with
the Braves. During that time, Freeman achieved
a number of prestigious awards. In 2018, he re-
ceived the Gold Glove Award. He received the
Silver Slugger Award three years running, as
well as the Hank Aaron Award. In 2020, he was
named most valuable player (MVP), and in
2021, became a World Series champion.
Shortly after the championship win, Freeman’s
original eight-year contract with the Braves was
up. Despite fan’s expectations to either renew
with the Braves or retire, Freeman made a
shocking move and changed teams. Freeman
signed on with the Los Angeles Dodgers as their
first baseman, and began playing for them in
2022. In 2024, the Dodgers faced off against the

New York Yankees in the World Series. Free-
man made history in Game 1 by being the first
player to hit a grand slam in the history of the
World Series. He continued his home run
streak in the next three games, helping the
Dodgers clinch a crushing victory. For his in-
credible performance during this champion-
ship, Freeman earned the World Series MVP
Award. Although Freeman is an American base-
ball player, he holds a dual citizenship to Can-
ada. He has represented the Canadian team in
the 2023 World Baseball Classic, and often
plays in international competitions.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
Frederick “Freddie” Charles Freeman was born
on September 12, 1989 in Villa Park, California.
His parents, Rosemary and Fredrick- originally
came from providences in Canada and moved to
the United States for Fredrick’s work. As such,
Freeman holds dual citizenship for both the
United States and Canada. In 1999, when Free-
man was just ten years old, his mother Rose-
mary died of melanoma. He carries her memory
with him in every game by wearing a
long-sleeved shirt in her honor.
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Los Angeles Dodgers first baseman Freddie Freeman
awaits a pitch during a game against the Washington
Nationals at Nationals Park, April 2024. Photo by
All-Pro Reels, via Wikimedia Commons.
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Christian Happi
Born: June 1, 1968
Occupation: Molecular biologist

Growing up in Cameroon, Africa, Christian
Happi battled malaria multiple times as a child,
and he promised to find a cure one day. Now a
leading scientist in infectious diseases and
genomic sequencing, Happi has made major
strides in addressing a wide range of diseases in
Western Africa, with plans to continue expand-
ing his efforts across the continent. As the first
scientist to sequence and identify the Ebola vi-
rus in Nigeria during the outbreak in 2014, and
the first to confirm the genomic sequence for
the COVID-19 virus in Africa in 2020, Happi
has played a critical role in controlling the
spread of viruses in Western Africa. His success
has substantiated the need for African-based fa-
cilities and experts to address infectious disease
control in Africa. Breaking the status quo,
where scientific resources are often outsourced
from the Western world to address public
health emergencies, Happi has disrupted the
narrative, establishing state-of-the-art facilities
on African soil and streamlining local detection
and response procedures. The co-founder of a
groundbreaking early detection system for pan-
demics, Sentinel, Happi’s recent efforts have
disrupted and improved traditional procedures
for disease control and emphasized the value
that African-based science can offer to
worldwide efforts to address infectious diseases.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
One of eight siblings, Christian Tientcha Happi
was born in Sangmélima, Cameroon, on June 1,

1968. His father was a civil servant who later
represented Cameroon as a diplomat in the Afri-
can Union, and his mother sold vegetables. As a
young child, Happi attended Catholic school.

At eight years old, Happi contracted malaria
and vowed to find a cure when he grew up. His
interest in finding the cure for diseases contin-
ued into his teen years. In addition to working as
a laborer and transporting food and construction
materials, Happi spent much of his adolescence
reading books loaned to him by a wealthy friend.
He became interested in DNA and its role in
understanding infectious diseases and decided
to study biochemistry at the University of
Yaoundé, in Yaoundé, Cameroon, where he
earned his Bachelor of Science degree in 1993.
After completing his undergraduate degree,
Happi headed to the University of Ibadan in
Ibadan, Nigeria, to earn his Masters, and later,
his PhD in molecular parasitology where he fo-
cused on sequencing the genomes of parasites
that cause malaria.

While on his way to a conference on malaria
at the University of Oxford in 1998, Happi met
Dyann Wirth, an award-winning immunologist
and professor of infectious diseases at the Har-
vard T.H. Chan School of Public Health in
Boston, Massachusetts. After earning his PhD
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Happi speaks at the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) scientific forum in 2021. Photo by IAEA
Imagebank, via Wikimedia Commons.
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Nicholas Hoult
Born: December 7, 1989
Occupation: British actor

Nicholas Hoult is a British actor who began
working in film and stage productions when he
was just three years old. He made his official
screen debut at the age of six in the 1996 film In-
timate Relations, but would be better known for
his performance in the 2002 film About a Boy.
Going from the role of innocent little boy to wild
party animal, Hoult starred in the UK teenage
comedy-drama Skins (2007–2013). From there,
he joined a number of prolific movies such as
Tom Ford’s A Single Man (2009), the X-Men
franchise, and Mad Max: Fury Road (2015). His
historical hits, The Favourite (2018) and The
Great (2020–2023) earned him significant criti-
cal praise. In 2024, Brian Davids for The Holly-
wood Reporter (13 Dec. 2024) declared that the
actor truly outdid himself and “has received the
best review of his nearly three-decade-long ca-
reer for the trio of critically acclaimed films that
were all timed to the final two months of the
year.” The Order (2024), Juror #2 (2024) and
Nosferatu (2024) took the box-office by storm,
and won Hoult well-deserved recognition for his
acting prowess.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
Nicholas Caradoc Hoult was born in
Wokingham, Berkshire, England on December
7, 1989. He spent most of his childhood at his
family’s estate just outside of Wokingham,
called Sindlesham, along with his three siblings
James, Clarista and Rosanna. His father, Roger
Hoult, was a commercial pilot, and his mother,
Glenis Hoult, was a piano teacher. The two met
while working for British Airways on a flight to
Tel Aviv. Despite his parents’ professions, Hoult
grew up in a family full of actors. All three of his
siblings took acting classes throughout their
childhood, and Hoult’s paternal great-aunt,

Dame Anna Neagle, was a well-known
stage/film actress from the 1930s/1940s. Hoult
tagged along to his siblings’ acting classes, and
eventually developed an interest of his own. Al-
though his siblings had moved into other profes-
sional tracks later in their education, Hoult
stuck with it.

Hoult first attended Coombes Infant and
Nursey School before moving on to Arborfield
Church of England Junior school. He applied to
Ranelagh, a secondary school (high school) in
Bracknell which his older sister and brother at-
tended, but was rejected. Hoult instead regis-
tered for the Sylvia Young Theatre School, a
performing arts school that had him then sign
with an agency. This nontraditional school sets
aside three academic days for schooling, and
two days for vocational work such as singing,
dancing, and acting. Halfway through the aca-
demic year at Sylvia, Hoult switched agents and
applied again to Ranelagh, to which he was
accepted.

EARLY CAREER
Hoult has been performing in films and plays for
the majority of his life. He took his first role in
the play The Caucasian Chalk Circle at the
young age of three. However, Hoult became a
true child actor in his 2002 role as Marcus
Brewer in the comedy-drama About a Boy. This
movie was adapted from Nick Hornby’s novel by
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Nicholas Hoult at the 2013 San Diego Comic Con Inter-
national in San Diego, California, by Gage Skidmore,
via Wikimedia Commons.



the firm, Moody accepted a position as assistant
United States attorney. She worked for the Mid-
dle District of Florida for two years, prosecuting
charges related to guns, drugs, and fraud. “It
was a very eye-opening experience, but it gave
me such depth of perspective in terms of some
of the issues that we face as a state,” she told
John Henderson in an interview for Panama
City News Herald (6 July 2018), of her prosecu-
tion work for the Middle District of Florida.

POLITICAL CAREER
With five years’ worth of law practice under her
belt, Moody narrowly met the requirements to
run for judge, and she began working on her
campaign. Despite running against seasoned
lawyers and facing criticism regarding her age
and experience, Moody secured her place in the
Judicial Circuit Court Primary Election. On
November 7, 2006, Moody beat her opponent,
Gary S. Dolgin by over 20 percentage points and
was elected Judge of the Thirteenth Judicial
Circuit Court of Florida. Elected at the age of
thirty-one, she became the youngest judge in
Florida history. After over a decade of service as
circuit judge, Moody resigned from her position
and set her sights on the Attorney General Elec-
tion, announcing her campaign in 2018.

Despite her republican affiliation and sup-
port for Trump, Moody abstained from taking a
strong political stance leading up to the elec-
tion. “I was very reluctant to get into partisan
politics and all that goes along with it,” she told
Rachel Lean for the Daily Business Review (5
Oct. 2018), “It is a very difficult process, and
many now think that it has become this blood
sport.”

Veering away from the republican-ver-
sus-democrat approach, she instead centered
her campaign around what she categorized as
nonpartisan issues such as human trafficking,
elder abuse, fraud, and the opioid epidemic,
stating in a campaign advertisement: “The job
needs a prosecutor, not a politician” she told
Phil Ammann on YouTube (2 Oct. 2018). She
maintained her nonpartisan priorities in her bid
for attorney general, telling Lean “This is not
something where a politician should be able to
come in to babysit the post while they’re waiting
to take the next political step.”

One of her early opponents leading up to
the primaries, Jay Fant, capitalized on her apo-
litical approach to the election, and accused

Moody of having a liberal track record, citing
her registration as a democrat during her college
years as well as a donation to Bill McBride’s
democratic campaign during the 2002 Florida
Governor Election. A lawsuit against Trump,
filed by Moody and her relatives, over a failed
construction project in Tampa resurfaced dur-
ing Moody’s campaign as her opponents ques-
tioned her support for President Trump who
was serving his first term at the time. Moody
maintained her support for Trump, telling Wil-
liam March of the Tampa Bay Times (9 Oct.
2018) “I wholeheartedly believe he is commit-
ted to making the tough decisions necessary to
strengthen our country.” Moody leaned into her
experience as a prosecutor and set herself apart
from her opponents. “What is important for vot-
ers to know is that I am the only candidate in
this race—running to be the top prosecutor in
the state of Florida—that has been a prosecutor,
that has prosecuted a case successfully,” she
told Henderson. Fant dropped out of the racing
before the primaries and despite the liberal ac-
cusations, Moody was able to secure victory in
the republican primaries, beating her remaining
opponent Frank White by over 13 percentage
points.

On November 6, 2018, Moody was elected
Attorney State General of Florida, beating her
democrat opponent, Sean Shaw by six percent-
age points. She would go on to serve two consec-
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Ashley Moody poses for her official attorney general
photo in 2019, via Wikimedia Commons.
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Sam Mostyn
Born: September 13, 1965
Occupation: Politician

When lawyer and corporate executive Sam
Mostyn was sworn in as Australia’s twenty-
eighth governor-general on July 1, 2024, she
committed to serving as the representative of
King Charles III, the British monarch and Aus-
tralian head of state. As part of the British Com-
monwealth, Australia’s government is a consti-
tutional monarchy. However, the British royals
play no role in routine governance and choose a
governor-general recommended by the prime
minister to act in their stead. Before her ap-
pointment, Mostyn had forged a reputation as
both a savvy businessperson and staunch cham-
pion of social justice issues. In Forbes Australia
(14 June 2024), a reporter wrote, “Mostyn has
spent a career gliding between the competing
tensions of profit and protest, of loudspeaker
and listener.”

Mostyn herself touched upon her varied
background in a speech quoted by Tessa

Flemming for ABC News (3 Apr. 2024). “My
connections to this country and people have
come in so many forms,” she explained, “from
contributing to governance around executive in-
vestment and board tables, to cheering at the
footy [Australian Rules football], to being
moved and inspired in the audience at our ex-
traordinary music and arts events or packing
food boxes in my local community.”

Although Mostyn holds strong views on
many topics, particularly those involving human
rights and equality, she is careful not to press
her opinions on others aggressively or self-righ-
teously. “I’ve taken that across everything I’ve
ever done,” she told Mark Whittaker and Sarah
O’Carroll of Forbes, adding that she is always
careful to ask the questions, “Where do I find
where this person is at? What forms their views
and what has formed mine?” Her name is often
followed by the acronym AC, signifying that she
was awarded the Companion of the Order of
Australia, the highest recognition conferred for
achievements and service to the country.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
Samantha Joy Mostyn was born on September
13, 1965, in Canberra, the capital city of Aus-
tralia. Her father, Bill, was an Army officer
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Official portrait of Sam Mostyn as Governor-General of
Australia from gg.gov.au, via Wikimedia Commons.
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Robert Francis Prevost
Born: September 14, 1955
Occupation: Pope

Chicago native and longtime religious leader,
Robert Prevost made history this spring as the
first American and the first Augustinian to be
named Pope. With years of service in the Catho-
lic Church, spanning nearly five decades and
three continents, Prevost has moved up the
rankings while remaining connected to his
missionary roots.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
Robert Francis Prevost was born in Chicago, Il-
linois, on September 14, 1955. His mother, Mil-
dred Martínez, was a librarian, and his father,
Louis Prevost, was a World War II veteran and
school superintendent. The youngest of three
brothers, Prevost grew up in Dolton, Illinois, a
southern suburb of Chicago. The Church
played a key role in Prevost’s life. In his early
school years, he attended St. Mary of the As-
sumption Parish, performing in the choir and

serving as an alter boy. Prevost attended St. Au-
gustine Seminary High School in Holland,
Michigan. An honor roll student during his high
school years, he was the editor and chief of the
yearbook committee, president of the library
club, and class president his senior year. He
graduated in 1973. After graduating high
school, Prevost studied mathematics at
Villanova University near Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, and earned his undergraduate
degree in 1977.

CAREER
On September 1, 1977, Prevost entered the Or-
der of St. Augustine in St. Louis, Missouri, pro-
fessing his vows for the first time on September
2, 1978. Prevost studied theology at the Catho-
lic Theological Union in Chicago and earned his
Master of Divinity in 1982. After completing his
graduate program, he moved to Rome, Italy,
where he began working on his doctorate in can-
non law at the Pontifical University of Saint
Thomas Aquinas. Shortly after arriving in
Rome, Prevost officially became an ordained
priest.

In 1985, Prevost was assigned to a mission
for the Diocese of Chulucanas in Peru where he
served as Chancellor of the Prelature. He
worked as an aide to the bishop at the time, John
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Pope Leo XIV during his first meeting as pontiff with the
media on May 12, 2025.
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SELECTED WORKS
Annie, 2004; Ninja Assassin, 2009; F9, 2021;
Pachinko, 2022– ; Monarch: Legacy of Mon-
sters, 2023– ; Shogun, 2024

—Maya Greenberg

Adam Scott
Born: April 3, 1973
Occupation: Actor

In an industry filled with overnight sensations
and rapid rises to fame, Adam Scott has come by
his recent success the old-fashioned way. After
formal education in the arts and decades of con-
sistent effort as a working actor Scott’s hard
work has paid off in recent years. With a passion
for film that began early in his childhood, fos-
tered by trips to the video store and late-night
episodes of The Twilight Zone and the David
Letterman Show, Scott has spent most of his life
aspiring to make it in the industry. After years of
background acting and playing supporting roles,
he landed a career-changing role on the sitcom
Parks and Recreation, making a name for himself
in the comedy scene. Shifting gears to portray a
more serious role, his recent project, Severance,
has prompted multiple Emmy nominations and
critical acclaim, highlighting the versatility of
his talent from comedy to drama.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
Adam Paul Scott was born on April 3, 1973, in
Santa Cruiz, California. He has one brother and
one sister and is the youngest of the three. His
parents divorced when he was a young child.
His late mother, Annie Scott, was a special edu-
cation teacher and his father, Dougals Scott,
was a biology professor.

Scott’s parents fostered his love of film from
a young age. At ten years old, he was gifted a
small black and white television from his father,
which he used to watch episodes of The Twi-
light Zone and The David Letterman Show.
Scott’s mother took him to see a revival showing
of Monty Python and the Holy Grail that sparked
his interest in comedy. When he was old enough
to get around on his own, Scott spent much of
his free time at the local video store. “I would

ride my bike to the video store, not to rent a
movie, but just to read the boxes. I would just
spend an hour in there reading the boxes and
the dates they came out and who did the cine-
matography and who was the director, you
know, all of that. I just loved it,” he told Ann
Marie Baldonado for Fresh Air (6 Apr. 2022).

During his sophomore year of high school,
Scott became involved in the theater program,
acting in productions as well as directing. “I
could never really find a foothold on academics.
But in this theater and the community around
it, I felt like I found something that I excelled
at,” he told Conor Knighton in an interview for
CBS News (17 Aug. 2025). By the time he grad-
uated high school, Scott had decided to pursue
acting full time and moved to Los Angeles,
California.

Scott attended the American Academy of
Dramatic Arts in Pasadena California, a school
dedicated exclusively to theater arts that has
given way to big names in Hollywood such as
Danny Devito and Paul Rudd. Although Rudd
graduated a few years earlier than Scott, the two
would forge a friendship and would even go on
to co-star in Our Idiot Brother in 2011.

EARLY CAREER
After graduating college, Scott began working
as a background actor in numerous produc-
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Adam Scott poses for a headshot in 2019. Photo by
Independentpr, via Wikimedia Commons.



Jock and Francesco Francavilla; Batman,
2011–2016, with artist Greg Capullo and oth-
ers; Swamp Thing, 2011–2013, with artist
Yanick Paquette and others; Superman Un-
chained, 2013, with artist Jim Lee; The Wake,
2013–2014, with artist Sean Gordon Murphy;
Wytches, 2014–2025, with artist Jock; All-Star
Batman, 2016–2017, with artist John Romita
Jr. and others; Dark Nights: Metal, 2017–2018,
with artist Greg Capullo; Justice League,
2018–2020, with co-writer James Tynion IV,
artist Jorge Jimenz and others; Dark Nights:
Death Metal, 2020–2021, with artist Greg
Capullo; Nocterra, 2021–2023, with artist Tony
Daniel; We Have Demons, 2022, with artist
Greg Capullo; By a Thread, 2023–2024, with
co-writer Jack Snyder and artist Valeria
Favoccia; White Boat, 2024–2025, with artist
Francesco Francavilla; Arcbound, 2024—Ongo-
ing with co-writers Frank Tieri, Tom Hardy, and
artist Ryan Smallman; Absolute Batman,
2024—Ongoing with artist Nick Dragotta; You
Won’t Feel a Thing, 2025, with artist Jock

—Alex Close

Toni Storm
Born: October 19, 1995
Occupation: Professional wrestler

Toni Storm brings a timeless quality to women’s
wrestling. Storm has been wrestling in some ca-
pacity since she was thirteen years old. In 2017,
she joined the WWE (World Wrestling Enter-
tainment) under their development brand NXT
UK. She became the NXT UK Women’s Cham-
pion in 2019. She transitioned to the United
States brand for NXT in 2019. In July 2021,
Storm made her debut on one of the main
WWE brands, SmackDown. After creative dif-
ferences, Storm requested her release from
WWE in December 2021. In March 2022,
Storm made her debut on AEW (All Elite
Wresting) another wrestling promotion. It was
there that Storm would make a name for herself.
In September 2022, Storm would become AEW
Women’s World Champion for the first time be-
fore losing it in November. In May 2023, Storm
would again become the AEW Women’s World
Champion before losing it once again. That loss
would lead Storm to a new beginning. Storm
had adopted the persona of an old Hollywood

actor and rebranded herself as “Timeless Toni
Storm.” This new identity was well received and
led to Storm becoming the AEW Women’s
World Champion yet again in November 2023.
A storyline was created with fellow wrestler
Mariah May becoming her protégé. May would
betray Storm in July 2024 and in August she
beat Storm and took away her championship.
Storm would have a rematch with May in Feb-
ruary 2025 and would defeat her becoming the
first four-time AEW Women’s Champion. They
would have another rematch in March 2025,
with Storm retaining victory and maintaining
the championship. Storm has received much ac-
claim especially for her Timeless persona, rank-
ing number 1 in the top 250 female wrestlers
and awarded Woman of Year for 2024 by Pro
Wrestling Illustrated, tied for number 1 women’s
wrester of the year for 2024 by ESPN, and
awarded Best Gimmick by the Wresting Ob-
server Newsletter for both 2023 and 2024. For
Storm, her success is not just about her but also
for bringing attention to women’s wrestling as a
whole as she said to Scott Fishman for TV In-
sider (21 Sept. 2022), “Women’s wrestling strug-
gles to get the same amount of time as the guys.
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Toni Storm holding the AEW Women’s World Champi-
onship Belt in April 2024. Photo by Joyfulviolence via
Wikimedia Commons.



tic-fantasy hit Fourth Wing in 2023. A well-es-
tablished author before that, Yarros began
writing in 2003, when her husband was de-
ployed to Afghanistan. She sold her first book,
Full Measures, to Entangled Publishing in 2014,
and has primarily worked with them ever since.
She had written sixteen contemporary military
romance novels before pitching a fantasy novel
in 2022. Taking place at an elite war college,
and featuring two dragon riders as they feud
then fall in love, Fourth Wing became both En-
tangled Publishing and Yarros’ break out hit. It
sold two million copies in the first six month,
and has remained on the New York Times
bestsellers list for over a year. The book ex-
ploded into popularity, and six months later,
Iron Flame was released. Despite being riddled
with publication errors, this book also saw very
positive public reception and over half a million
copies sold on release day. As of today, Yarros
has written over twenty books, and has no plans
to stop any time soon.

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
Growing up in a military family, Yarros moved
around the country a lot as a child. Her family
bounced around from Washington, DC, to
Oklahoma, Kansas to Pennsylvania and even
Germany while her parents served as lieutenant
colonels before their retirement. The family
eventually settled down in Colorado, where
Yarros would attend the University of Colorado,
Colorado Springs. While she was at college,
Yarros met Jason, who was a young private in the
Army at the time. The two fell in love quickly,
and were married shortly after meeting. They
soon had a child together, and Yarros decided to
drop out of the University of Colorado. After five
children, Yarros would return to college, and
graduate from Troy University at the age of 29
with a degree in European history and English.

Yarros’ love for literature and writing started
long before she attended college. She recalls
fondly reading Jude Deveraux under her desk in
middle school. In high school, she had taken up
poetry and fiction writing, one time turning in
an entire novel for a simple English project. Life
got in the way for a bit, but she would make a re-
turn to writing in 2003 when Jason was injured
by an antitank land mine in Iraq, a trauma that
took a toll on the entire family. Yarros developed
insomnia when Jason returned to active service,
and began reading romance novels to pass the

time. During Jason’s third tour, she found that
there was nothing she really wanted to read any-
more. So, she tried her hand at writing a novel.
In 2011, Yarros wrote an urban fantasy book,
but could not find a publisher willing to acquire
it. Three years later, Yarros wrote another book,
this one a military romance. Full Measures was
bought by Entangled Publishing, and Yarros
took off from there.

EARLY PUBLISHING CAREER
Yarros worked at breakneck speed, releasing a
whopping two novels a year. She primarily
writes in the contemporary romance space,
jumping between military romance with the oc-
casional sports romance. Between 2014 and
2020, she wrote four series; the Flight and Glory
series, the Renegades series, the Legacy series,
the In Luv series that was coauthored by Jay
Crownover, as well as three standalones. De-
spite an impressive body of work, sales were
discouragingly stagnant, and Yarros felt
“branded” as just a military romance author. In
2020, Yarros was diagnosed with Ehlers-Danlos
syndrome, a chronic illness that effects the con-
nective tissues within her body. This made writ-
ing an even more difficult task. She told
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Yarros at the 2024 National Book Festival. Photo by
Fuzheado, via Wikimedia Commons.



Anne; son, Christopher; daughter, Katherine;
and five grandchildren.

See Current Biography 1994

Nikki Giovanni
Also Known As: Yolande Cornelia Giovanni Jr.
Born: Knoxville, Tennessee; June 7, 1943
Died: Blacksburg, Virginia; December 9, 2024
Occupation: American writer, poet, and activist

Nikki Giovanni was among the most celebrated
Black writers of her generation.

At Fisk University, the historically Black
college in Nashville, Giovanni studied under
one of the founders of the Harlem Writers
Guild. Her time at the school was interrupted
briefly when she was expelled for protesting
campus rules that she considered restrictive,
but she ultimately earned a degree in history in
1967.

Giovanni next began a graduate program in
social work but quickly discovered the field was
not for her and dropped out, and she also pre-
maturely left Columbia University’s School of
Fine Arts, which she had been able to attend
due to a National Endowment for the Arts fel-
lowship. She preferred writing full time to at-
tending classes, and in 1968 she self-published
two books: Black Feeling Black Talk and Black
Judgment.

Giovanni soon became a luminary in the
Black Arts Movement (a cultural offshoot of the
politically oriented Black Power Movement)
whose other members included Amiri Baraka
and Audre Lorde. She ultimately wrote more
than 30 books in various genres, including po-
etry collections, memoirs, and children’s books.
Among them are: Re: Creation (1970), Gemini:
An Extended Autobiographical Statement on My
First Twenty-Five Years of Being a Black Poet
(1971), Ego-Tripping and Other Poems for
Young People (1973), Those Who Ride the Night
Winds (1983), Love Poems (1997), Rosa (2005),
Bicycles: Love Poems (2009), Make Me Rain
(2020), and A Library (2022).

From 1987 until her retirement in 2022, she
was a faculty member at Virginia Tech. There
she met her future wife, Virginia Fowler, who
was then the associate head of the school’s Eng-
lish department. The two married in 2016.
(Fowler published a biography titled Giovanni

in 2013 and is considered the foremost scholar
of her work.)

Giovanni, the recipient of seven NAACP
awards died of lung cancer at age eighty-one.
Besides Fowler, she is survived by her son,
Thomas, who was born in 1969, and a grand-
daughter.

See Current Biography 1973

Jane Goodall
Also Known As: Dame Jane Morris Goodall, Ph.D.;

Valerie Jane Morris-Goodall; Baroness Jane van
Lawick-Goodall

Born: Hampstead, London, England; April 3, 1934
Died: Los Angeles, California; October 1, 2025
Occupation: British anthropologist and primatologist

Dame Jane Morris Goodall, widely recognized
by the public as one of the most popular and in-
fluential scientists of her era, compellingly
chronicled chimpanzee behavior, contributing
greatly to academic scholarship on primates. In
the process, she highlighted their commonali-
ties with humans and sparked new interest in
their importance in the global ecosystem.

Goodall, who loved animals and had been
fascinated by Africa even as a child, traveled to
Nairobi in 1956, at the invitation of a friend
whose family had a farm there. Introduced to
other British expatriates, she found temporary
work as a secretary to renowned anthropologist
and paleontologist Dr. Louis Leakey.

In 1960, at his behest, she stationed herself
at Tanzania’s Gombe Stream Chimpanzee Re-
serve to conduct observations of the animals in
their natural habitat. Within months, Goodall
made a major discovery: chimpanzees could
make and use tools, observed when a chimp she
had named David Greybeard stripped leaves off
a twig to fish termites out of a mound. (Naming
her subject, rather than assigning it a number as
most researchers would have, helped her cap-
ture public attention and empathy for the
chimps.)

Leakey subsequently secured a grant from
the National Geographic Society for Goodall to
continue her work, and in 1962, the organiza-
tion sent filmmaker Baron Hugo van Lawick to
Gombe to document her. (Goodall and van
Lawick were married from 1964 to 1974 and
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Robert Redford
Also Known As: Bob Redford; Charles Robert

Redford Jr.
Born: Santa Monica, California; August 18, 1936
Died: Sundance, Utah; September 16, 2025
Occupation: American actor and activist

Robert Redford was one of Hollywood’s most
enduring leading men before transforming the
landscape of independent cinema as the
founder of the Sundance Institute and Film
Festival.

Redford was something of a rebel as a young
man: disdainful of what he considered bureau-
cracy and fond of late-night parties, he lost his
college baseball scholarship and subsequently
spent a year wandering through Europe. Re-
turning to New York to study theatrical design
and acting at the American Academy of Dra-
matic Arts, he began winning roles on such
then-popular television series as Alfred Hitch-
cock Presents and The Twilight Zone.

His 1963 Broadway performance in Neil Si-
mon’s Barefoot in the Park launched him to
prominence, and he was tapped to recreate the
role opposite Jane Fonda in the 1967 film adap-
tation. But it was the 1969 smash Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance Kid that elevated Redford to
superstardom. His portrayal of the Sundance
Kid opposite Paul Newman’s Butch Cassidy
created one of cinema’s most beloved partner-
ships, and the film became the top-grossing
picture of that year.

The next decade proved to be one of the
most consequential of Redford’s career. He re-
united with Newman for The Sting (1973),
which won the Academy Award for Best Picture
and earned Redford his only Oscar nomination
for acting, and his other memorable 1970s pic-
tures included the political satire The Candidate
(1972); the western Jeremiah Johnson (1972);
and the fan-favorite romantic drama The Way
We Were (1973), in which he starred opposite
Barbra Streisand. His performance as Bob
Woodward in Alan J. Pakula’s All the President’s
Men (1976) solidified his reputation for choos-
ing roles with substance and social relevance.

In 1980, Redford made his directorial debut
with the family drama Ordinary People, which
earned four Academy Awards, including Best
Picture and Best Director for Redford. He went
on to direct several more films, earning particu-
lar acclaim for A River Runs Through It (1992);

and Quiz Show (1994), which garnered his sec-
ond Oscar nod for directing.

Yet perhaps Redford’s most enduring contri-
bution came through his founding of the
Sundance Institute in 1978 and the Sundance
Film Festival, which transformed Park City,
Utah, into the epicenter of independent
filmmaking. Named after his iconic character,
Sundance became a launching pad for count-
less filmmakers, fostering talents who would
reshape American cinema.

Beyond entertainment, Redford was a pas-
sionate environmental activist and champion of
Indigenous rights. He fought against the Key-
stone Pipeline, served as a trustee of the Natural
Resources Defense Council, and used his con-
siderable influence to advocate for LGBTQ
equality and environmental conservation.

Redford continued acting well into his
eighties, with notable roles in Our Souls at Night
(2017) and The Old Man & the Gun (2018). His
final screen appearance came in Avengers: End-
game (2019). (He also had a voice-over in the
2020 independent film Omniboat.)

Redford died peacefully in his sleep at the
age of eighty-nine and was survived by his sec-
ond wife, Sibylle Szaggars; daughters, Shauna
and Amy; and seven grandchildren. His son,
James, died of cancer in 2020.

See Current Biography 1982

M. Jodi Rell
Also Known As: Mary Carolyn Reavis
Born: Norfolk, Virginia; June 16, 1946
Died: Florida; November 20, 2024
Occupation: American governor

M. Jodi Rell was the first Republican woman
ever to serve as governor of Connecticut, and at
the time of her death, no other Republican
woman had followed in her footsteps.

Rell began her career in Hartford, Connect-
icut, as a tutor and a substitute teacher. In
1984, she was elected to the state’s House of
Representatives, where she served from 1985 to
1995. Right before ending her House term, she
appeared on the winning gubernatorial ticket
with fellow Republican John G. Rowland.

Winning reelection alongside Rowland
twice more, Rell served as lieutenant governor
until 2004. That year, Rowland was arrested
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