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“Touted by its publisher as a work “by librarians for librarians,” 
Fiction Core Collection is one of H. W. Wilson’s comprehensive 
“shortlist[s] of the essential books in a given category.” Other 
Core Collections cover nonfiction titles, graphic novels, young 
adult books, etc. This mammoth work—an abridged print version 
of the corresponding Core Collection database hosted by 
EBSCOhost—lists 8,500 popular works of fiction. A preface 
outlining its scope, purpose, and organization is followed by a 
helpful guide to using the book, which is divided into two parts. 
Part one lists the fictional works alphabetically by author, with 
brief annotations; part two provides indexes by name, title, and 
subject. Entries in part one include full bibliographic information, 
Library of Congress call numbers, and award designations. Most 
also include two notes: a summary of the book and an excerpt of a 
review from a prominent source, such as The New York Times 
Book Review, Library Journal, or Kirkus. Many entries include 
additional information, like the fact that a book is a sequel or 
features a bibliography. The “most highly recommended” titles 
are helpfully flagged with a star. The annotations and indexes 
make the book a versatile resource, readily navigable by 
course-planning professors and librarians alike. It might be 
particularly useful as a complement to the Nonfiction Core 
Collection, which highlights relevant critical, historical and 
biographical resources.” 
 

- ARBA on Fiction Core Collection, Twentieth Edition 
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