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“This volume updates the first edition, published in 1985. Nearly six
hundred entries, written by eighty-six contributors, cover thirty-one
areas of reform, such as abolition, education, labor unions, Native
American rights, prison reform, and suffrage. The reformers presented
here range from well-known individuals such as Jane Addams, John
Brown, Mark Twain, Thomas Jefferson, and Martin Luther King, to
little-known people who in fact changed the course of American history
in their various ways. The new edition has added two categories:
LGBTQ and conservative reformers. Among those additions are
Harvey Milk, Patrick Buchanan, and Phyllis Schlafly. Entries run from
a page to three plus pages... Many entries include images (photos or
paintings), mainly found in the Library of Congress.

... The newly added entries, of course, have many recent book,
periodical, and even film references. Interestingly, the table of contents
uses more complete names of many of the individuals, compared to the
contents in the first edition, by adding middle and maiden names.

This volume does, however, provide excellent introductory
information on hundreds of Americans who shaped numerous
aspects of this country’s history. Academic and public libraries
seeking a wide-ranging biographical resource for this group of
important Americans will be well-served...”

-ARBA, 2018
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