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Each year, over 250 carefully selected articles and documents provide balanced coverage, 
supported by comprehensive background information, on the topics of vital interest to students 
and researchers in our fast-changing world. 
 
Each 200-page volume provides comprehensive, balanced coverage of an issue of importance in 
modern society. Each volume contains 35-45 notable documents and articles (complete or 
abstracted) from highly respected periodicals and media outlets. In addition, the Preface 
introduces the reader to the topic and 5-6 chapters within the text provide readers with 
thoughtful guidance on how to approach a particular aspect of the topic. Each chapter’s 
introductory material provides guidance and guarantees success in using these carefully-selected 
materials. A bibliography, index and important websites enhance further research. 
 
This year’s volumes include: 
 

The South China Sea Conflict: discusses the ongoing territorial dispute in the South China 
Sea where numerous countries lay claim to fishing waters and exclusive economic zones in 
Southeast Asia. The contested area concerns six nations, one-third of global maritime traffic, 
untapped oil and natural gas reserves, military buildup and 5 trillion dollars' worth of trade. 
The volume explores the economic, diplomatic, military, and environmental impact of 
resolving this conflict. 
 
Alternative Facts, Post-Truth & The Information War: explores news consumption and 
media manipulation, including selective curation of news stories and the lack of a shared 
news narrative. It examines the effect of internet subcultures that manipulate news feeds, set 
agendas and push ideas forward. Furthermore, it investigates internet media's dependence 
on trending analytics and metrics, sensationalism of headlines and advertising driven 
models of news publishing. Finally it explores the negative effect of public consumption of 
false or misleading news. 
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National Debate Topic 2018/2019: Immigration: The focus of this issue is Immigration, 
the subject of the National Forensics League’s (NFL) 2018-2019 Policy Debate. It examines 
current trends in immigration policy and collects a variety of thought pieces on the issue of 
immigration. Among the topics explored are: the future of DACA and Dreamers, the merits of 
the proposed border wall along the southern US, the travel ban and its legitimacy and the 
refugee crisis. Also discussed will be the H-1 b visa under the Trump administration, the 
foreign-born technology class and the idea of the American melting pot. 
 
Artificial Intelligence: explores the latest thinking around the ethics and governance of 
Artificial Intelligence. Where will robots make the most useful impact in society? As 
computers become more adept at mimicking human behavior and problem solving, what 
issues will be solved or created by new forms of artificial intelligence? It covers the scientific, 
economic and social implications of advanced artificial intelligence systems in human life. 
 
The American Dream: explores the sturdiness of this idea of The American Dream in 2018. 
Is the American dream of upward mobility accessible in a society so fragmented and 
economically unequal? Does the American Dream still exist in a country experiencing an 
anti-immigration trend? Have economic policies had an impact on American striving? This 
issue explores the relationship between education and jobs, technological displacement of 
workers, downward mobility among certain groups, labor mobility and home ownership as 
indicators of the health of the idea of the American Dream. 
 
Representative American Speeches 2017-2018: Selected from a wide range of speakers 
and venues, this issue will offer some of the most engaging American speeches of the year. 
Distinguished by its diversity, covering areas in politics, education, popular culture, as well 
as trending topics in the news, these speeches provide an interesting format to explore some 
of the year's most important stories. 

 
Free Online Access 
The Reference Shelf provides vital information that is topical, current, and timely. Plus, enjoy free 
online access with your annual subscription. With unlimited users and remote access included, 
your students and patrons can connect immediately to this rich collection of the most-debated 
current event topics: anytime, anywhere. 
 
Primary and secondary documents, plus carefully-edited introductory materials help students and 
researchers navigate through these important topics. The Reference Shelf provides in-depth, 
thought-provoking research that gets the discussion going, six times a year. 
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