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“Like other books in the “Reference Shelf” set, this book, which is tied 

to the annual high school debate topic, brings together print and 

internet articles (30 in this case). Under the broad topic of the title, 

there are 5 sections: 1) The State of American Education, 2) Reform 

2017, 3) In the Classroom—Skills, Knowledge, Climate, 4) Equity and 

the Achievement Gap, and 5) Education Technology. Interestingly, 

the preface points out the dangers and the threats to improved 

public education caused by the current political climate in the 

United States. As with other volumes in this series, the pieces selected 

offer a wide range of viewpoints: an article from The National Review 

argues that only Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos can save 

American schools, while another presents teachers’ fears of her 

approach to education. Other items discuss vocational education, 

funding of public education, and all levels of school from kindergarten 

to college. Although brief, the book offers a diverse range of texts. 

 

Institutions of all kinds should find this volume of use to their 

readers. Although fairly expensive for a paperback of its length, 

school, public and academic libraries should investigate it.” 

-ARBA, 2018 
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