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H.W. Wilson Announces the Latest Issue of 

The Reference Shelf: National Debate Topic, 2023-2024: 

Wealth & Income Inequality 
 

In 2023, the United States had the highest level of income and wealth inequality of all the developed nations of 

the world, with the bottom 50 percent of workers controlling only 2 percent of the nation's wealth overall. While 

wealth inequality has been a core political and economic issue in America from the very beginning, each 

generation also grapples with emerging ideas about how to address this perennial economic justice issue and, in 

2023, as inflation and rising costs of living brought this issue to a head again, economists, politicians, and 

American citizens were increasingly asking if radical solutions might we warranted in order to expand access to 

the American Dream.  

 

This volume of The Reference Shelf mirrors the National Debate Topic for 2023/2024 and introduces the idea of 

wealth distribution through tax restructuring, regulations on corporate profits, minimum wage laws, and more 

radical potential solutions like the establishment of a universal basic income. Articles from American periodicals, 

blogs, and magazines introduce readers to the various aspects of this debate and will tie the income inequality 

debate of the 2020s to the historic American struggle for economic equity. 

 

About The Reference Shelf 

Each 200-page volume provides comprehensive, balanced coverage of an issue of importance in modern society. 

Each volume contains 35-45 notable documents and articles (complete or abstracted) from highly respected 

periodicals and media outlets. In addition, the Preface introduces the reader to the topic and 5-6 chapters with the 

text provide readers with thoughtful guidance on how to approach a particular aspect of the topic. Each chapter’s 

introductory material provides guidance and guarantees success in using these carefully-selected materials. A 

bibliography, index and important websites enhance further research. 

 

Free Online Access 

The Reference Shelf provides vital information that is topical, current, and timely. Plus, subscribers get free online 

access with their annual subscription. With unlimited users and remote access included, your students and patrons 

can connect immediately to this rich collection of the most-debated current event topics: anytime, anywhere. 

 

Primary and secondary documents, plus carefully-edited introductory materials help students and researchers 

navigate through these important topics. The information within Wealth & Income Inequality provides balanced 

coverage, supported by comprehensive background information, on the topics of vital interest in our fast-changing 

world.  
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The Reference Shelf 2023 Annual Subscription 
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