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H.W. Wilson Announces the Latest Issue of 
The Reference Shelf: Hacktivism 

 
Hacktivism—from the terms “hacking” and “activism”—has been around since the beginning of the 
internet. Groups such as WikiLeaks and Anonymous believe that they are promoting freedom of 
information and transparency, but hacktivism can have unintended consequences and affect innocent 
individuals. Although frequently lauded for taking up social justice causes, hacktivism is still a form of 
cybercrime, and hacktivists are the ones who decide what individuals or entities should be targeted 
based on their own political and moral leanings, operating outside the bounds of societal or legal 
scrutiny. Techniques can include website defacement and mirroring, denial-of-service attacks designed 
to take websites offline, and exposing private or confidential information through doxing. This volume 
of The Reference Shelf explores recent events and controversies in the world of hacktivism, from 
cyberattacks by Anonymous on Russian computer systems after the invasion of Ukraine to the doxing of 
Supreme Court justices by pro-choice group Ruth Sent Us. 
 
About The Reference Shelf 
Each 200-page volume provides comprehensive, balanced coverage of an issue of importance in modern 
society. Each volume contains 35-45 notable documents and articles (complete or abstracted) from 
highly respected periodicals and media outlets. In addition, the Preface introduces the reader to the topic 
and 5-6 chapters with the text provide readers with thoughtful guidance on how to approach a particular 
aspect of the topic. Each chapter’s introductory material provides guidance and guarantees success in 
using these carefully-selected materials. A bibliography, index and important websites enhance further 
research. 
 
Free Online Access 
The Reference Shelf provides vital information that is topical, current, and timely. Plus, subscribers get 
free online access with their annual subscription. With unlimited users and remote access included, your 
students and patrons can connect immediately to this rich collection of the most-debated current event 
topics: anytime, anywhere. 
 
Primary and secondary documents, plus carefully-edited introductory materials help students and 
researchers navigate through these important topics. The information within Hacktivism provides 
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balanced coverage, supported by comprehensive background information, on the topics of vital interest 
in our fast-changing world.  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Hacktivism 
Softcover ISBN: 978-1-63700-495-1       175 pages   Price: $75.00 
Publisher: H.W. Wilson   
 
The Reference Shelf 2023 Annual Subscription 
ISBN: 978-1-63700-493-7         Price: $345  
                                    
2023 Reference Shelf Titles 
Money in Politics 
Hacktivism 
National Debate Topic, 2023/2024 
Renewable Energy 
Gene Editing & Genetic Engineering 
Representative American Speeches, 2022/2023 


