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H.W. Wilson Announces the 23rd Edition of 
Sears List of Subject Headings 

 

Since the first edition in 1923, the Sears List has served the unique needs of small and medium-sized 
libraries, suggesting headings appropriate for use in their catalogs and providing patterns and 
instructions for adding new headings as they are required. The goal of this new edition is to make 
library collections as easily available as possible to library users. 

The Principles of the Sears List, which follows A History of the Sears List, is intended both as a 
statement of the theoretical foundations of the Sears List and as a concise introduction to subject 
cataloging in general. The List of Commonly Used Subdivisions, which follows the Principles, lists, for 
the purpose of easy reference, every subdivision for which there is a provision in the List, no matter 
how specialized. For every subdivision there is also an entry in the alphabetical List with full 
instructions for the use of that particular subdivision. There are also many examples of the use of 
subdivisions, emphasizing that the use of subdivisions is an essential method of expanding and 
adapting the List to a library’s particular needs. 

The Sears List of Subject Headings is also available as a database and as MARC records for direct 
integration with a library’s ILS. 

The Essential Resource Features: 

1. Easy-to-use thesaurus-like format, with an emphasis on subject terms that makes sense to 
catalogers 

2. Helpful guidance on which subject terms to use for thousands of categories of information 

3. Helpful notes outlining USED FOR, SEE ALSO, BROADER TERM, NARROWER TERMS, and 
RELATED TERM 

4. Scope Notes to clarify the specialized use of a term or to distinguish between terms that might 
be confused 
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5. Accompanying list of canceled headings and when applicable, their replacements 

6. Complete inclusion of headings from the final (6th) edition of the Sears List of Subject 
Headings: Canadian Companion 

7. All headings are RDA compliant 

New to This Edition:  

Always keeping in mind the ultimate goal of meeting the changing needs of library users, this edition 
includes hundreds of new subject headings corresponding to current literature and cataloger 
expectations, with a particular focus on expanding terms in the areas of: 

• Computer Science 

• Current Events 

• Diversity 

• Literature Genres 

• Music 

• Pop Culture 

• Science 

• Technology 
 
It is only by being flexible and expandable that Sears List has been able over the years to fill the needs 
of a wide variety of libraries around the world. 
 
The Principles of Sears List is included in this volume, outlining the theoretical foundations of the Sears 
List and providing a concise introduction to subject cataloging in general. This introduction is 
recommended reading about the fundamentals of subject cataloging. 
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